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appreciate him as much as we do.

PAll

INTRODUCING
PAUL KRASSNER

Paul Krassner was the youngest person ever to play Carnegie Hall,
having performed the Vivaldi Concerto there in 1939, at age six
Years later, while in college, he made the switch to stand-up
comedy. "l kept my violin as a prop,” he says. "It had a photo of
Marilyn Monroe on the back and a ‘sold’ sign on the neck. | used the
name Paul Maul. Lenny Bruce convinced me to drop the violin and
Lse my own name.”

In 1958, Krassner founded The Realist, the celebratad
underground magazine which ceased publication in 1974, In the
meantime, along with Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin, he became a
founding member of a coalition of psychedelic dropouts and political
activists called the Yippies--a name he coined. At an antiwar rally in
1965, a stranger turned him on to something called Thai stick. "l
suddenly realized why the troops were in Southeast Asia," he says.
"To protect the crops.”

Krassner edited Lenny Bruce's autobiography, How to Talk Dirty
and Influence Pegple, and helped Ken Kesesy edit The Last
Supplement To The Whole Earth Catalog.

Currently, Krassner publishes The Realist as a newsletter while
working on his autobiography, which will be published next year by
Simon and Schuster. He is also writing scripts for Night Rap, a
Nightline parady being produced by HBO. "Internally, they describe
it as Ted Koppel on acid,” he says. If that isn't enough, he also
performs every Friday at the Daniel Saxon Gallery in Hollywood.

In case you haven't caught his act, you should check him out.
Krassner was the star performer at the 1990 NORML conference
{see Highwitness News, page 19) and got more applause than
anyone except Jack Herer (who received at least four standing
ovations). Krassner’s first column for HIGH TIMES appears on page
26. The staff is thrilled to have him aboard. | hope you readers wil

Sincerely yours,

Sﬁm A

Steven Hager
Editor-in-Chief




Every year the Huichol

CO]_kCTlIlg Indians of Mexico
make a pilgrimage from
&)DIE Wﬂ:}l t}]e their grass huts in the

Sierra Madre
mﬂunmins to the
deserts of San Luis
Potosi to collect peyote.

Last vear, Alberto
_ Buenfil accompanied

n Movember 1989, I learned that Juan Negrin planned to make a
docomentary for Millennivm, a Canadian television production
company. The subject of the film was to be the Huichol Indians® annual
pilgrimage to collect pevote. My girlfriend and I urgently wanted to get
involved. But first, we had to convince Negrin that our motives were sincere,
When I phoned him, he voiced suspicions, Negrin is zealously protective of the
Huicholes (pronounced Wee-chol-les).
"We don’t want just anybody to go there and destroy what is left of
the Huicholes, their ceremonies, pilgrimages and ancient ways," he cautioned.
"But I've already been there,” T argued. "1 was there in 1979 and
1980. And I have close lriends among the people from San Andres
Cohamiata."



Pilgrines leaving the Caligwey (temple) on their vearly jowrney to Wirikuta,




My female companion, [ explained, was
Lourdes Cndategui, a psychotherapist who

{ specializes in the use of medicinal herbs to
| treat the mentally ill, Ondategui had lived in
I the Sierras, and made friends with some

Huichol marakames, medicine men who use
peyole for visions, healing and
communicating with the spirit world,

"Okav,” said Juan. "We’ll meet in
Guadalajara, together with the producer and
director, and we'll decide after we talk o
vou both.”

A week later, Lourdes and [ met Juan,
Vic Saurin, the director, and Mark, a
producer for Millennium, at the dirt airsimp
of San Andres Cohamiata, the largest
Huichol village of the Sierras. Two small
planes arrived with the rest of the Canadian
crew, the film equipment, and medicing for
the villagers. The crew was led by Richard
Meech, the main foree behind the ambitious
undertaking.

“The idea of Millennium is (o creale a
bridge between tribal wisdom and the
modern world,” said Meech, "As the 20th

The second morning of the trip, af the
caves,

E. B8 o B
Grraap of teacaris (pilgrims) preparing their knotled ropes, one for eac
relationship they have had, cleansing themselves for their journey.
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| century draws to a close, ribal societies

| everywhere are threatened by the rapid

| expansion of modern civilization, Our series
will include documentaries on the Makuna
of Colombia, the Dogon of West AfTica, the
Myinbas of Nepal, the Xavantes of Brazil,
the Gabbra of Kenya, as well as the
Huicholes, or Wirrarikas as they prefer to
call themselves, We want you and Lourdes
to help us, sefting up camps, arranging gear,
supplying food. providing transportation,
translation and personal contact with the
Huicholes. We are going (o be the first crew
to film their pilgrimage to Wirikuta, the
sacred land where the peyvote grows.”

It ook several days of meetings with the
Huichol elders” council in the middle of the
village before we received their official
permission to get started, For Meech, it was
the culmination of more than a year of
frustrating travels between Toronto and

i H -

Agua Hedionada, the sacred place of
Grandmother Water. Marakame Pancho
makes his offering with his son Ricardo
and his prandson,

Kiﬁmmri, according to Huicholes the
umbilical center of the world.

Mexico, undartaken to get the approval of
Huichol and Mexican governmental
officials. But we were finally on the move.
On January 18th, we stared Glming
families that were taking part in the journey
to Wirikuta, We entered their earth and
grass huts, and filmed them preparing
offerings of arrows, feathers and bead-works
to bring to the sacred places. On the 19th,

[ i
evervone from the villages of San Andres

Cohamiata and the rancherias of La Laguna
gathered together.

The main marakame was Pancho, a short,
stocky, dark-skinned Indian from La
Laguna, who dressed in traditional robes
covered by a plastic jersey. and never
cracked a smile. Pancho was assisted by
Juan Bautista, a powerful and feared shaman
from the mountains, and a couple of
cantadores, holy musicians who provided
songs for the pilgrimage, accompanying
themselves on primitive guitars and
handmade violins.

The next day we sct off, the ten people
from the film crew, a Mexican

A Marakame blessing rhersr_famf!y af
pevotes in Wiritkuta with his muvieri
(feather staff.



photographer, Antonio Viscayno, and Javier,
a man sent by the Mexican Department of
Interior, a sort of official spy who later
turned out to be a good Iriend. With us came
twenty-seven Huicholes, grandfathers,
aduls of both sexes, and a few children,
including some babics still attached to their
mothers” breasts.

We traveled in three vans and a huge
truck, where the pilgrims slept, ate, sang,
and prayed. Pancho blessed evervone and
everything with his mueviers (feather staff)
amd we began the long trip coming down the
Sierra, on bumpy, wet, dirt roads. We
stopped the first night on the edge of a cliff
overlooking the valleys of Zacatecas, That
evening, Pancho gave cveryone a piece of
rope

"You have to tie a knot for each
extra-marital sexual refationship in vour
life,” said Pancho.

Once the ropes had been knotted, the
pilgrims told thestory behind each ko,
while the rest listened, some smiling in
silence, others roaring with laughier,

depending on the details divelged and the
storytelling abilities of the confessor. Once
this was dong, the ropes were given to
Pancho, who threw them in the fire, to clear
and cleanse all our karmas. Only then were
we gble to continue the journey.

In the next two days, we passed through
the village of Muejuguilla and the city of
Zacatecas, and reached the entrance Lo-the
desert, just outside the small village of
Salinas, in the state of San Luis Potosi.
From there, we lefi behind civilization, and
entered the world of spirit. where magic sull
lives, the land of covotes, eagles, lizands,
cactus, and jikurs, the vision plant--pevor!
among the Mexican ancient people, now
known as pevote

Our first stop in the desernt was Agua
Hedionada, a natural spring, However,
before we reached the waterhole, all those
making their first pilgrimage had their faces
covered. Guided by their relatives and
friends, they drank, washed and collected
holy waler for the trip. According to
Huichol belief, this is the place where the

Last morning in Wirikura, the pfuﬂrm m.l'emhtr Iﬁl .ﬂmm'.(' behind the Sierra del

Cuemado de Real de (.’n'mn: A
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Mother Spirit of Water dwells, and where
the rains come first. Each pilgrim left an
offering: food, armows, small tovs with
beads. chocolate, cookies, or candles, and
si1d prayers thanking Grandmother Water,
asking for a good season. blessing their
medicine bags, their hats and dresses,
blessing the small ones, and blessing us, the
newcomers as well.

We traveled slowly on the desert trails
and fimally came to the Doors of Wirtkuta. a
passage between mountains and hills, where
the pilgrims made new offerings 1o ask the
spiril guardians of Wirkuta permission to
enter the sacred lands. That night we lost the
trail and -..mmu.d in a small clearing
surmounded by gigantic Yuca cactus and low
brush. The Huicholes lighted fires with
wood carried from the Sierras. They sang
and danced all night, in small circles, cach
one formed by people from the various
villages.

The next morming, as the sun rose behind
the Sierra del Quemado, Pancho, Juan, and a
third marakame ¢ach led groups in search of

comntinued on page &9

Juan Negrin and Alberto Ruz Hu:rﬁ! in
the deserts of Wirikuta during the journey.
(Photo by Lourdes (hadategni)
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WIRIKUTA

continued from page 41
deer. Each group found a ¢luster and dug a
hole for offerings which they mixed with
deer blood, considered to be the most
precious gift among Huichol people. Only
then could the marakames cut the first
peyote button, blessing it before sharing it
with the others,

This was a moment of deep
transformation. a communion in which each
Huichol passed through the threshold of
ordinary life and entered the spirit world of
Wirikuta. From that moment on, the
pilgrims were free o go on individual quests
and hunt for the sacred cactus, the chair of
the gods, and eat as much as they wanted.

For the next two days, the Hoicholes
entered an impressive state of self-centering;
none of them became “drunk™ from their

e o Y

ey oF A
Stuart Frech (soundman), Juan Negrin
and Ricardoe translating the tapes .
pevote. Their behavior was more like that of
hunters and warriors, even those who
ingested twenty to thirty buttons each day.
They never lost consciousness or
self-respect.

The members of the film crew also ate
pevote, as did Javier, our government spy,
but none of us consumed anywhere near as
much as the Huicholes, who ate peyote
buttons as if they were peanuts.

The bitter taste of peyvote and its effects
on the stomach are well-known 1o all users.
It is hard to keep down even ‘when fresh.
The Huicholes spat a lot, but never vomited.
The singing and sharing of visions, dreams
and stories went on for two nights. The
marakames kepl an eye on the pilgrims,
oulsiders included, and helped us through
every bad moment. The Huicholes were
happy as children. They linked arms around
cach other and danced while the camadores
sang, playing monotonous tunes on their
small guitars and violins.

Long-standing disputes, griefs, jealousies
and pains healed, while brotherhood and
companionship blossomed. Even we
foreigners and whites were accepted as
equals. Wirikula is open for those that
deserve to be there and are well-received by
the spirit guardians. Even Javier, the official
agent, was accepted by the pilgrims, He
made them laugh with his songs, and he
underwent a total transformation in one
night. Two months later, he left his job.

On the last day in Wirikuia, all the
pilgrims went to Kayumari, a small hill in
the middle of the deseri that is considered 10
be the most sacred place of the Huicholes,
the umbilical center of their world, the place

| to thank Mother Earth and Father Sun, the

place where each one lefi his last offerings,
prayers and asked for blessings for his
family.

As the sun set, the Huicholes thanked him
for a safe journey and prepared to return to
the Sierras, a trip that took two days.

Upon arrival home, they spent the next
three days preparing a great feast. They had
carried back a huge load of pevote for their
relatives, enough for a years ceremonies
and feasts.

It was a happy occasion for the villagers.
A year earlier, they had been jailed and
robbed by police judiciales and army
soldiers for Iransporting peyote. Fortunately,
last year, Mexican president Salinas de
Gortari granted them ihe right to go to their
sacred lands and rake the plant to their
villages. But local authorities sometimes
ignore Gortari’s wishes; Huicholes and
non-Huicholes continue to be persecuted for

possession andfor use of the medicinal

cactus. Also some of their sacred places
are being desecrated by mestizos and

fadinas, destroyed by cartle ranchers and
by tractors. Wirikuta is the only place in

Mexico where the peyoie grows. The

Huicholes and friends such as Negrin and

Viscayno are trying to turn those places

into sanctuaries. The struggle continues.

In Cohamiata, five days later, the
peyote had been dried in the sun and tied
into necklaces. The village's families
gathered at the Caliguey (the temple), more
than 100 people, including those from
neighboring rancherias. Five animals, bulls
and goats, were sacrificed. The women
prepared the resguineg, a comn-based

| fermented beverage. The marakames shared
| peyote with their guests, and each one

shared a piece with the marakame.

That day I watched Pancho and Juan eat
more than 50 buttons of peyote, The singing
kept going for three days and nights. Strong
alcohol. beer and peyote were mixed with
food, sex, dance and chanting. The sacred

| and profane became one. Taboos were

transgressed and the party erupted into
fights and quarrels, Pancho and Juan, the
two main marakames, ended up in jail,

It was just another stzp in the year-long
series of ceremonies that began with the
pilgrimage and deer hunt, and continued

{ through the cycle of corn-growing. Cycles

of life and death.
It was time for us to disappear from the
scene. The excessive drinking of alcohol

| changed our relationship with the Huicholes.

As they became drunker, their resentment
surfaced. They are a proud people and have
kept their ways by not allowing foreigners to
get o close,

The elders allowed us (o film because
they knew that their survival may depend on
our help, but the young remained suspicious.
It was time to pack up our gear, cameras,
generator, lime to load the burros and mules
and head back through the Sierras io the
village of San Andres. The film footage left
Mexico without any problems. The crew
flew on to Colombia, to film the last of the

| Makuns. @
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